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Public Information and Education- HighlightsPublic Information and Education- Highlights
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Denver Metro Regional Science and Denver Metro Regional Science and 
Engieneering FairEngieneering Fair

We began the year by creating a program for the Science Fair: 
Nutrients in the Aquatic Environment. We also provided 10 
judges for interviews with students and coordinated with the 
Parker Water & Sanitation District for additional judges and 
mentoring. On behalf of Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality Au-
thority, City & County of Denver, City of Aurora and Stormw
ater Permittees for Local Awareness of Stream Health 
(SPLASH) five students from area schools were recognized for 
their “outstanding achievements in environmental science in 
the study and experimentation for the protection and preser-
vation of life’s most important resource on earth, water!” Four 
cash prizes were awarded



Soil HealthSoil Health

Inspired by our nutrient presentation we revamped our soil 
chemistry workshops and created a soil testing video. The 
Partners  enjoy a strong relationship with Colorado State Uni-
versity Extension in Douglas and Arapahoe Counties and we 
are developing relationships with the City & County of Denver 
as they activate their County Extension program. This is in ad-
dition to our engagement with Douglas County Conservation 
District & Master Gardeners program and the Elbert County 
Master Gardeners group. The soil health and nitrogen/phos-
phorus cycle workshops we have hosted are an important op-
portunity for more engagement with the gardening and agri-
cultural community.

We know that …”Cherry Creek is both a river of water and 
of sand (George Cotton, 2012).  The sand is rich in Phospho-
rus that is easily transported as sediment.  Certain lawn care 
practices can increase the amount of nutrients in the sediment 
if they cause runoff or add nutrients, such as Phosporus, that 
plants don’t need and can’t use.  Through outreach efforts in 
2021 the Partners hosted 3 soil chemistry workshops, led 11 
hikes along Cherry Creek, created 3 videos that were shared 
with youth programs such as Metro DNA,  the City of Aurora 
and the Metro and South Platte Roundtables.  We maintain kits 
and supplies for soil and water chemistry testing which were 
used at our soil workshops as well as Cherry Creek State Park 
Lake Appreciation Day and the Arapahoe County Fair.



The 2021 Cherry Creek Watershed Conference at Cherry 
Creek State Park was held on September 10, 2021 with the 
theme reflecting the regional planning effort currently un-
derway in the Cherry Creek Watershed:  

The Five Elements of Stream Function

Hydrology            Hydraulics            Geomorphology            Vegetation           
 Human Connection

Cherry Creek State Park proved to be the perfect outdoor 
classroom as we visited various stream segments and 
heard from numerous experts in the field of stream and 
watershed function.  We also had a very enlightening pre-
sentation from the Cherry Creek State Park Manager ex-
plaining how they do so much with limited funding for the 
benefit of well over a million visitors each year. We also 
discussed a Sixth Element of Stream Function – Water 
Quality…to be continued.

Cherry Creek ConferenceCherry Creek Conference
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Thank you for the opportunity to continue to be of service in the Cherry Creek Watershed.  
Please visit our website
www.cherry-creek.org for more details on upcoming events.

Thank You!


